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MEETING CALLED TO ORDER/MINUTES READ 

 

The meeting was called to order by Barbara Davis at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Introductions were made by everyone present.  Philip Woodward read the 

Mission Statement.  The Minutes from the last SILC Quarterly Meeting on 

October 2, 2009 were reviewed.  Motion to approve & seconded – Minutes 

were approved. 

 

Chris O’Hanlon, SILC Executive Director, started to read his Letter of 

Resignation, but decided to just talk to everyone instead.  He was overcome 

with emotion and decided to leave.  Michael Murray thanked Chris for 

everything he has done for the SILC and wished him well. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

BUDGET REPORT – Barbara Davis read the narrative report.  There 

were no questions regarding the report.  She stated that the accounting is 

being done differently, all the Part B funds are in contracts, so we will be 

able to see each Quarter how the money is being spent or not spent.  This 

way we will have the opportunity to move funds around if we see that in 

some areas they are not being utilized. 

 

Barbara talked about the different committee meetings & the listening 

sessions that were held at 4 locations in NC to obtain comments & 

suggestions from the public regarding writing the new SPIL.  There will be a 

meeting on January 25, 2010 to discuss the goals & responses from these 

listening sessions. 

  

Barbara discussed that we are working with the Governor’s office to get new 

members approved.  She also discussed some of the work in progress, i.e 

funding to get another Part C Center.  All existing Centers will be hurt 

because of funding – we need to advocate for more funding to support our 

Centers – splitting up funding among existing Centers – equal out ARA  

 

 

 



 

 

 

funds, not changing base funds for each Center.  We have had discussions  

about the ARA funds (stimulus funds), we have spent countless hours on the 

phone with VR, DSV & RSA trying to support the SILC’s vote & support  

the Centers for Independent Living.  She stated that there is good news & 

bad news with the ARA funds.  There will be competition for one new 

Center in the East (for the stimulus funds) so we will have our two Part B 

Centers competiting against each other for one amount of funding to open a 

new Part C Center.  Bad news is that at the end of five years, all existing 

Centers will be extremely hurt. Probably all of our Centers will lose about 

$24,000 to $25,000 which will be devastating to all of us.  We’ll try to equal 

out the ARA funds & help the lower funded Centers as the State Plan says.  

We are not changing our base funds for the Centers.  The five Centers will 

be brought up to $300,000/each with the ARA funds & the remaining funds 

will be split equally among the six Centers.  We do not have the formula that 

RSA uses for the funding. 

 

DISCUSSIONS: 

 

Ruth Haines stated there will be a meeting on January 26 in Raleigh in 

reference to the needs of people with a disability being discharged from a 

hospital – oriented around their wants and needs.  Another issue is 

transportation.  Some people are just left at home because of no means of 

transportation and the expense of transportation.   

 

Barbara Davis asked that all the SILC Members & committees get out into 

the communities & try to get more people with disabilities to serve on the 

different committees & council.   We need more people interested in 

serving.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

DSU REPORT – Linda Harrington -   stated that there are a lot of things 

going on within the State, the revenues are down.  They are still waiting to 

hear about the December report.  People are not feeling optimistic about the 

ability of the State to maintain current budget levels based on revenue.  She 

is predicting there will be a “black hole” and we’ll be hearing about it soon.  

She does not expect it will be as serious as last year.  There will be an 

impact on programs.  She is predicting they will not be able to attend all 

meetings due to the expenses.  There will probably be more teleconference 

meetings instead.  In the Spring, the General Assembly will be revising the 

current budget.  Two things will be happening, first trying to fill that “black 

hole” for this year because the Governor is required, by law, to balance the 

budget by June 30.  Next is to revise next year’s budget.  They will be 

having a lot of meetings regarding all this.   

 

They are working on improving their case management systems & 

capabilities.  Two goals & projects in Morgantown & Goldsboro will create 

jobs locally.  Technology does not create as many jobs but it will improve 

their abilities to provide services.  This is something that RSA is in favor of 

spending recovery money on.  They will also be doing more staff training. 

 

Pam Lloyd-Ogoke continued with the report.  She stated that they continue 

to agree because they wanted to wait & see how much of the Part C funds 

would go to the new Center. They need to wait to see what happens with the 

Part C recovery money.  They have not finalized any of the plans.  Their 

goal is to serve people with disabilities & provide them with services.  She 

said that both Greenville & Wilmington presented excellent proposals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 

 

Jim Whalen stated that he sat in on most of the stimulus package Part C 

conversations/discussions & said that we shoot glances back & forth across 

the room about the evilness of this negotiation & how it may still be playing 

out.  He states, as he did before, RSA has not made this whole thing easy or 

very clear for us.  He thinks our energy may be well spent on recent efforts 

for RSA to relinquish their role as a part of Independent Living authority.  

There is a movement to start an Independent Living Administration within 

the Federal Government & he thinks, instead of bashing each other over the 

heads most of the time, we need to spend some of that time working towards 

something that makes sense for all the consumers, who benefit from 

Independent Living services, to have their own  representative in that arena.   

 

Mary Flanagan – Acting Director of DSB until new Director is hired. 

Mary gave some of her background information.  She has been with DSB a 

total of 11 years.  Hopefully the new Director position will be filled by the 

first part of March.  She came here in 1998 from Vermont.  She lost her 

vision in 1992.  She was a RN prior to losing her vision.  She then got her 

Masters in Rehab Counseling.  When she came to Raleigh, she worked with 

the Office of Education Services & worked with the Schools for the Deaf as 

Transition Coordinator.  Then it was known as DEIE (Division of Early 

Intervention Education).  She stated that she did not have any more to add to 

the report that Linda Harrington gave on the budget.  She also stated that 

they have also established a policy that works with community rehab centers 

to provide consumers with short-term job coaching in order to go back to 

work.  It may be someone who does not have an extensive work history, has 

been out of the work place for a period of time & may just not be skilled in a 

particular area & would benefit in a community based training that could 

ultimately lead to job placement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Cynthia Speight – In September, 2009, she was promoted to a different 

position, Chief of Rehab Services & Facilities.  She then introduced Toby 

Easton, who is taking over her old position.  Prior to taking this position, he 

was an ILR Counselor & did that for several years.  He is looking forward to 

working in this new position.   

 

BREAK  

 

DEAF & HARD OF HEARING SERVICES - Susanna Bourgeois 
Spoke about their Equipment Distribution Program application process.  

They will be implementing a new program for the regional center staff, i.e. 

the hard of hearing specialists & telecommunication consultants.  They will 

be doing a lot of face-to-face meetings with consumers for the Equipment 

Distribution Program, which will help improve their quality of service 

provision in the area.  This was effective January 1, 2010, so it’s a new 

approach they are taking & they hope it will increase their level of service.  

They will be sending out information to all the Centers so they can also 

coordinate & participate in this program.   

 

Vicki Smith – Disability Rights of NC (the State’s Protection & Advocacy 

System) - On December 29, 2009, at a Hearing, Judge Boyle granted a 

preliminary injunction maintaining services for two individuals to continue 

living in their communities.  As far as they can tell, this is the first on stead 

like action in the State of NC.  According the attorneys for the Department 

of Justice, it is the first time the DOJ has come into a state & said that  

individuals who have been successfully living in their communities - it 

would be a violation of the ADA to cut their services to such an extent that it 

would force them into a more restrictive institutional setting.  This is not a 

Class Action so it doesn’t necessarily have broad impact across the state as 

they would have liked.  They have not yet received a written opinion, but 

expect that at any time now.  This is critical because they have to see exactly 

how the Judge characterized his decision.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Barbara Davis stated that since we have been so short on members on the 

Council, she has tried to combine some of the committees & the work they 

are doing.  One is combining the Legislative Committee & the Nursing 

Home Transition Committee so they can be a stronger force with legislation.   

 

She also stated that it was also decided that there will no longer be set 

committee meetings on Thursdays before the SILC meetings.  If someone 

wants to meet within their committee, the room will be available to them.  

We want the committees to focus on their jobs for the rest of the year & 

meet within the quarter rather than on Thursday, the day before the SILC 

quarterly meeting.  We do want to institute some new member orientation, 

new training Independent Living, etc. on these Thursday afternoons.  She 

asked that the Chairs of each committee start having meetings.  The SILC 

office in Raleigh can be used for these meetings, also teleconference 

meetings.   

 

LUNCH BREAK:     

 

Gloria Garten – New Director - Wilmington 

Since our last Quarterly Meeting, their Disability Resource Center started a 

Community Companions Social Group, which is doing very well & being 

recommended to consumers in their area, geared to individuals ages 18-40.   

The idea is to create an environment of small social settings for people who 

are lacking self-confidence or may have had previous bad experiences in a 

social setting.  This is to teach them some social skills, help build their 

confidence & give them a fresh new start.  They continue to work on their 

704 Report and are keeping very busy serving their consumers.  During the 

month of October, they were successful in getting the County Board of 

Commissioners to proclaim this month as “Disability Awareness Month”.  

They did a lot of community activities to promote awareness.  The 

wheelchair basketball team in Wilmington hosted a Port City Invitational 

Basketball Tournament.  The Mayor participated, in a wheelchair, and now 

has a whole new respect for upper body strength that is required to play 

wheelchair basketball.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

Gloria also stated that they have recently been appointed to the New 

Hanover County Board of Special Education Advisory Council & have been 

asked specifically to serve on their Awareness Committee.  This will tie in 

nicely with the Parent Advocacy Council that the DRC runs each month.  In 

November, the Parent Advocacy Council had the NC Justice Center come in 

a give some training & overview to parents about CAPP Services & how 

they can go about advocating for their children in a more positive way, how 

the program works & what they should expect.     

 

NCSILC REPORTS 

 

DEVELOLPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT – Kelly Rowe-Rodriguez 

Kelly stated that the Development Committee has received two new 

applications since our last meeting in October & they will schedule 

telephone interviews later in January.  As reported at the October meeting, 

the Governor’s office has received a complete package from the SILC 

containing the applicants from May 2008 through October 2009.  Each 

region that the applicant would represent is noted.  The Governor’s office 

has also received a list of the members who have resigned since October 

2007.  They are up to date on the members whose terms were set to expire 

September 30, 2009 & the request for reappointment for those eligible.  

They are also up to date on the total number of vacancies on the SILC at this 

time & also the current membership of the SILC & the regions of NC which 

they represent.  There has not been any response from the Governor’s office 

on any applications or upcoming appointments.  Barbara, Chris & Kelly 

have all tried to get answers from the Governor’s office, but have had no 

luck so far.  Many other states are having this same problem, not just NC. 

 

Kelly asked that each Center put a link to the NCSILC website, on their own 

website so that the people we are encouraging to apply to the SILC will have 

easy access & know what to do.  She stated that we need to have more 

applicants from the eastern part of the state, as well as more youth 

applicants.  She asked that everyone please encourage interest from the 

young people.        

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

POLICY & LONG-TERM PLANNING – Dorothy Frye 

Dorothy stated that she has not had time to prepare this report but will have 

one at our next meeting.  She stated that there has not been any activity or 

changes, so everything is still the same. 

 

EXPANDING CENTERS – Barbara Davis 

Barbara stated that they have been working diligently with the ARA funds.  

They will be providing technical assistance to us & helping us get things 

done.  We will be available to help both Centers when the information 

comes out from RSA about the new Centers.   

 

TRANSITION – Ruth Haines   

Ruth stated that the Transition Committee would do best providing services 

by joining with the Legislative Committee.  Hopefully changes can be made 

to help people get out more as well as providing services.  The Centers are 

providing transitional services, so the best option was to join the Legislative 

Committee.   

 

LEGISLATIVE – Jeff McLoud 

Jeff restated that the Legislative Committee & the Transition Committee 

have been combined.  He will try to contact everyone to set up a date to meet 

at the SILC office.  Some position papers need to be completed, so 

committee members are needed to help finish this.  It will then be presented 

to the Executive Committee.  Jeff asked that anyone needing help on issues 

to please get in touch with him.  The Legislative Committee has been 

attending meetings of the Dept. of Transportation.  People are needed on the 

DOT to represent people with disabilities.  They can submit their names to 

the Governor’s office for this.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT – Stacey Milbern (over the phone)  

She stated what the Youth Committee has been doing these past months.  

They have been working on transportation issues, better ways of getting 

around.  Also, the “Tool Box”, a project they started in June, 2009.  They 

wanted to develop a Tool Box that could be shared by youths in the public 

schools & also be used by themselves.  In October, 2009, it was presented to 

10 classrooms in 5 Middle Schools.   She then discussed some of the 

presentation they did on this.  Each presentation was from 90 minutes to 2 

hours long, so they had a lot of time to go in depth & do some “hands on” 

activities – instead of just talking.  They started with an “ice breaker” on 

famous people with disabilities.  Then they had some role playing.  They had 

written scripts & had some students act out these scripts.  This created a  

better understanding of what they were trying to accomplish.  They then 

transitioned into utilizing a video they had made.  This caused a few of the 

students to want to do a “self-advocacy rap”….as in a “hip-hop” video.  

Students really identified with what they were trying to convey to them.  

After the “rap” video, they went into a segment about disability history 

where there were “ugly laws”.  This helped them to better understand the 

disability history.  They have received lots of positive feedback from all this. 

 

Michael Murray thanked Stacey for the report and thanked the youth of NC 

for all their hard work.  He stated that all the CILs will be working together 

to help create the Youth Leadership Forum.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Fred Johnson commented that he had reviewed a memo to the Mayor of 

Raleigh in reference to changing the State Statue on Assessable Parking in 

NC.  This has been an on-going effort for the past three years to crack down 

on people, who do not have a disability, using windshield placards.  On 

January 12, there will be a meeting on this & the disability community has 

been invited to attend.  He will keep everyone updated on this matter. 

 

Michael Murray gave a brief report on the SILC Conference in Las Vegas.  

He stated that it was so nice to meet other SILC members from across the 

states & hear their thoughts & ideas.  A lot of the conference was focused on 

how to create a SPIL.  They went through the process of creating a SPIL, i.e. 

objectives, goals & the mission.  They were given an internet site to go to for 

tools in helping to write the SPIL – www.wiki.ilru.net\index.php\Main_Page 

Michael stated that no one at the conference had a positive relationship with 

RSA.  Many stated that getting an honest answer from RSA was like 

“pulling teeth”.  The next SILC Conference will be in Atlanta, GA in 

January, 2011.  The one after that will be held at Disneyworld in Florida. 

 

Dorothy Frye also added that she was really impressed with the conference 

& the information that was relayed on writing the SPIL.  She ordered a 

transcript of the entire conference & will have that available to everyone as 

soon as she receives it. 

 

Kelly Rowe-Rodriguez commented that she too enjoyed the conference & 

the presentations given there on writing the SPIL.   

 

Barbara Davis stated that the next SILC Quarterly meeting will be April 8
th
 

& 9
th

.  She strongly urged that everyone be there on the afternoon of April 

8
th

 for training & orientation. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN – Approved  

 

 

 

http://www.wiki.ilru.net/index.php/Main_Page


  

 

 

 


